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A Secret Government
- By L. MARQUARD ?

Cape Town; Even earlier, in 1935, Prime Minis-|” e iead of the broadcasting cor-]

It has for some time been cvident ter J. B. M. Herlzog, founder of ”“f!pm-alion, Dr. P. Meyer, is commonly
that, violence apart, any change in Nationalist party bul cxcommunicated! jyojicved to be chicf of .the Brocder-

Africa would come about only as the years previously he had joined hands “serious pretense that the corporationt

the Nationalist party. During the lat-Publicly castigated the Brocderbond naionalist party. : ;
ter half of 1063  the existence of a for “striving by way of domination on Apologists for the Broederbond arguc.

the political power structure in Southby the extréme wing because, tWolyand. Certainly, there is no longer anyh’

result of a sufficiently wide crack in With Smuts to form the United party, ;g anything but ‘the mouthpicce of the

| Brocderbond (band_of_brothers). - e e
T~The Brocderbond is a sceret society TeSt and peace of our social com-

crack was revealed when the Sunday tl_1e part of the .{\Irlkaans-speakmg sec-
Times of Johannesburg published ation to put their foot on the 'r'leck of
series. of sccret documents exposing English-speaking' South Africa.” In an
the metheds and some of the names OPen letter to his son, Dr. Albert Hert-

of a body known as the AfrikanenZ08 he warned that the Broederbond
'had become “‘a grave menace to the

Jmunity. . . . Dr. Albert Herlzog is

sbout - which there is some publi Itoday - Minister of Posts and Tele-

that there is nothing wrong in Afri’
kaners combining to promote their owa'
_interests; and if they choose to do-so.:
“sceretly, that is their affair, The argu-;
:ment might be valid if the organiza-,
,tion were strictly non-political. In fact,;
.it is essentially through politics that(

fit has achieved power, and the powcr’

jand extreme Afrikaners with the ob
1ject of securing unity among those
{who desire to promote the welfare off

1its aims, being confined to selected
| Alrikaans-speaking Protestants of good

known facts are that it was estabs
lished in 1918 by a group of dedicateﬁ

the Afrikaner nation which, it should
bt remembered, constitutes one eighth)
only of the population of South' Africa.

lts membership is as’ exclusive as}

character, When the inner council de-
cides that a particulor person might
be suitable, he is watched and secretly
reported on for two ycars, and only
then might he be invited to become a
Broeder and make the solemn prom-
iscs. of sccrecy and devotion to the;
causc. '
Membership today is- pl‘obably not

knowledge and much speculation. The:

. {it "wields /is fundamentally political.
uraphs and, as such, in charge of the'peigiong taken in secret and trans.’

state-run broadcasting corporation. ‘lated into law by an obedient ma-
L] L] . "

At the time when such mcn as Smuts, jority in Parliament; securing the ap-
and Hertzog . regarded the Broeder-ipointment of the ‘“right” key man to
hond -as a dangerous ‘extra-political’lmplement such laws: these are the
force - Afrikaner nationalism was in/ Weapons used by the Broederbond.
cpposition, Before 1948 it was, in fact, A secret socicty to promote the in-
a secretly operated pressure group terests of a group of individuals is one
that infiltraled the top ranks of the thing. When it gets control of the
public service, the Afrikaans univer- machinery of government it becomes
-sities and schools, the professions, and the dcz.zdly enemy of democr'acy. |
most important of all, the Afrikaans The immense power of the BY_OCdC‘{fE
churcnes. . C \bond is threatened from two sources.
After 1948 Afrikaner nationalism was| ¢ long as it was an opposition pres-
in power, and the Brocderbond passed
from “.w vole (.’f pressure group Lo that' loyalty and devotion of all those Afri-
of policy-making and divect conlrol., 1 : o
1L is Brocderbond policy that has, step kancrs who ,.bc!leved that, their only
by step, been implemented since 1943thop.e °f_ achieving power was to re-
with the object of entrenching Afri-~Tnain uniled. Once power was achicved,

sure group it could depend on the

mare {han 5,006, only a few of whose
names are publ ¢ knowledge:. but it in-

kancr nationalism in power against all its concenlration in the hands of a
‘comets ‘ comparatively small and select group

clud:s men in poesitions where degi-
sions are foker and appointments 10|
key posts mad.

This was truc even before 1948 when
the Nalionalists came to power.;
Toward the.end of the second world;
war (en. J. C. Smuts was, compelled|
to ban mecmbership of the Brocder-
bond to public servants, and in justi-
fying his action he referred to it as
**a dangerous, cunning, political, Fas-
teist organization., . [ bl L)
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‘ 1t is common knowledge, publicly

Prime Minister H. F. Verwoerd, most
of his cabinet ministers and most of

of Broeders ‘was bound, sooner or

stated and never contradicted, hat}laler to give; rise to jealousy on the,

part of those who do not get the bigi
jobs or.the nominations for vacantl

his supporters in Parliament arc|seats in Parliament. = . i
Broeders. Two interesting cxceptions{ ~ 7 10 ' n& et “!
are Ministers Eric Louw and Paul
Sauer, both of whom have recently ve-
tired, who are said never to have becn
members. It is believed that this is|
because they are Freemasons, which, |
to the- exclusive Brocderbond, would|

res—

tbe_decidedly un-Afrikaans.
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